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order. The conflict between their aspirations and their
surroundings provokes in the majority despondence and
>Jight-hearted flippancy. It is only in a minority that it
challenges determined effort and striving. In the complex
and often inchoate mentality of the young Indians of today,
the three elements which cause the greatest ferment are
the ideas of nationality and socialism and a sense of frustra-
tion and purposelessness.

The seeds of discontent and unrest spread far and wide
and fell on congenial soil. This process was however disguised
for a time. In the early stages, Western education brought
with it a guarantee of material success. The first reaction
was one of uncritical adulation, but the phase of uncritical
adulation could not and did not last long. The first flush of
admiration wore away and simultaneously the pressure of
economic forces became insistent. Western education could
guarantee material prosperity only as long as its votaries
were sufficiently few to be absorbed in the economic system
of the time. With an increase in their numbers, a change
in the economic order became imperative and yet the ob-
stacles to any change were almost insuperable. The silent
destruction of  India's industrial life had long escaped
attention but it could no longer be ignored. The increase
in the numbers of the educated unemployed aud the constant
growth in the pressure on the soil were only symptoms of
the growing malady.

The growing impoverishment of the country accompanied
a demand for a better standard of life. It may sound para-
doxical but its historical reasons are not far to seek. Euro-
pean capitalism had already started on its triumphant
career when it came into close contact with India. How
the Indian market accelerated the growth of that capitalism
and sustained it is a story into which we need not enter here.
Nor is this the occasion to trace the repercussions between
political and economic forces. The operation of the same
economic laws which brought England on the Indian